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Marriage Preparation Survey
To ensure that you receive
 this free e-newsletter or to remove yourself from the mailing list please email elizabeth.davies@cbcew.org.uk
____________________

Diary Dates 
Grandparents Pilgrimage July 24th Walsingham. Visit the website for more information.
Diocese of Westminster Dept of Pastoral Affairs Annual Theology of the Body Lecture – Tues 14th September 2010 Speaker: Brian J Gail.  Further details 
Households of God – a Celebrating Family Conference / Study Day. September 25th 2010. Easingwold. Keynote Speaker: David M. Thomas. Further details.
National Residential Meeting for Diocesan Coordinators of Family Life Ministry. October 18-20. Ushaw College. 

---------------------------------------------

Project Resources available:
Home is a Holy Place: DVD, Prayer Cards, Large Print Prayer Cards  

What is Life Like?  A series of leaflets to support and welcome families experiencing challenging circumstances. £2 a set or free online.
__________________________
Catholic Marriage Preparation Survey 2010

The Catholic Marriage Preparation Survey has been live for seven months now. Can you help us reach more providers and couples? Here’s a snippet from the couples survey:

“The Engaged Encounters weekend was a very valuable weekend re-affirming that we were doing the right thing in getting married and bringing us closer together in that we realised just how well we knew each other. We will now begin married life knowing that we are on the 'same page' and realising how important it is to continue with open communication throughout our marriage and that marriage is something you need to work at to make it a success.”
Can you please help us by placing a link to the survey on your parish website – get logos and html text here

___________________________

Contacts:

Elizabeth Davies, MFL Project Officer. Tel: 07817 479694 Email: Elizabeth.Davies@cbcew.org.uk
Marriage & Family Life Project Office, 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX
	Marriage Building and Family Ministry in the US
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From June 23-26 I took part in the NACFLM conference at Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio to learn more about how the church in the United States is supporting marriage and, in particular, encouraging parishes to become more pro-active in enabling couples to sustain their life-long commitment to one another (Elizabeth Davies reports). Several Bishops took part, including Archbishop Roger Schweitz, Chair of the Bishops’ Committee on Marriage and Family, and a whole day was devoted to developments in the National Pastoral Initiative on Marriage. At the conference NACFLM unveiled a new magazine: Marriage-Building Parishes: Assessment and Resource Guide, which promises to be the first in a series and the Bishops launched a new DVD resource in their Defense of Marriage initiative. 
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improve the way a parish intentionally views and strengthens
marriage throughout the life cycle.
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Of the other conference keynotes, Fr Tom Vandenberg’s, on The Surprising Sacrament of Marriage, was the most useful to me, rooted as it was in his pastoral experience. I joined workshops offered by Kate Daneluk of Making Music Praying Twice who pointed up the significant opportunities for family ministry during the pre-school years, Winnie Honeywell, who introduced a lifecycle approach to marriage education and formation (developed by an interdepartmental diocesan team in Galveston-Houston) and theologian William P. Roberts, on Marriage: It’s a God Thing. I would also have liked to attend John and Teri Bosio’s workshop on Six Dates for Catholic Couples, Michael Yehl’s session on being a proactive single dad and Judy and George Clark’s introduction to bringing a marriage and family perspective to sacramental preparation. I brought some handouts, resources and flyers back with me but CD’s of talks/workshops can still be ordered here. Next year’s conference takes place in Milwaukee, August 3-6. 
Job Vacancy
The diocese of Wrexham is seeking to appoint a Pastoral Development Worker (Marriage and Family Life). The post is 0.6 FTE and is available for a maximum of three years.  The principle responsibilities are to assist in developing a support network across the diocese; to identify, train and provide ongoing support for teams of lay people who, in partnership with their priests, will provide pastoral care covering all aspects of marriage and family life; to promote initiatives centred on the messages of Everybody’s Welcome, Home is a Holy Place and Passing on the Faith. Further details will shortly appear here. If you would like to be considered for this post please send a CV and covering letter to: Diocesan Marriage and Family Life Commission, Curial Offices, Sontley Road, Wrexham, LL13 7EW or email: ellisfamily5@hotmail.co.uk For further information contact: Tony Ellis on 01244 535306.
MA Family Ministry students enter final year 
[image: image4.jpg]


Diocesan leaders who are in their third and final year of studies for MA degrees in Leadership for Family Ministry and Faith Formation, sponsored by the Celebrating Family Fund, are flying out to Chicago this week for their final summer intensive: Faith and Family: Global Perspectives.  Most positive aspects of the second year of study included:   “Fellowship with other students.” “The supportive encouraging attitude of the tutors.” “Breadth and depth of learning.” “The study and my work happily collided in terms of content; it was good one fed into the other and vice versa.” “Discussion was interesting and thought provoking especially the Faith and Family in the Bible module.” Learn more..
Grants Available

The Mental Health Project of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales has just opened a small grants programme, in order to increase spiritual and pastoral support in our Catholic communities, at a local level, i.e. in parishes, schools, hospitals, universities, prisons or organizations, for those with mental health needs, their families and their carers. Please see www.catholicchurch.org.uk/mentalhealth for further details and application forms. Closing date for applications is Oct 1, 2010. Contact Mental Health Project Worker: Gail Sainsbury for any other information about the project. E-mail: gail.sainsbury@cbcew.org.uk, Tel: 07581 205314 

Four small grants of up to £1000 each are available to develop ecumenical work with families as a result of the winding up of Churches Together For Families. Contact the Project Office for further details & application forms. Closing date is September 1st 2010.
Celebrating Marriage in Westminster
Nearly 600 couples, with a combined total of 20,000 years of marriage attended a Mass in Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Marriage in Westminster Cathedral on Saturday May 22nd, celebrated by the Most Reverend Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster. “Love is at the heart of marriage,” said Archbishop Vincent in his sermon. “God created us out of love and also calls us to love, for we are created in the image and likeness of God who is himself love. Hence all human loving, in its fidelity and self-giving, can be an image of the absolute and unfailing love of God. This reaches a full and beautiful expression in the faithful love of a man and a woman in marriage.” Read more… at Independent Catholic News.
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