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Extracts from Pope Benedict’s address on the Feast of the Holy Family



In the Gospel we do not find discourses on the family but an event which is worth more than any words: God wanted to be born and to grow up in a human family. In this way he consecrated the family as the first and ordinary means of his encounter with humanity. 

In his life spent at Nazareth, Jesus honoured the Virgin Mary and the righteous Joseph, remaining under their authority throughout the period of his childhood and adolescence. In this way he shed light on the primary value of the family in the education of the person.

[Today’s] Gospel reveals the most authentic and profound vocation of the family: that is, to accompany each of its members on the path of the discovery of God and of the plan that he has prepared for him or her.


Let us resolve to make our own homes radiate with Christ's loving harmony and peace. Our hearts also turn today to all those for whom family life is marred by sadness, tragedy, or violence.
Diary Dates 2011 
Jan 8, Feb 5, Mar 5, Apr 2, May 17, Jun 11 NFP Teacher Training Course. More details.


Jan 27 Diocese of Brentwood. Raising Awareness of Domestic Abuse. Chigwell Convent. More info…
7-14 Feb National Marriage Week. Theme: Eat, Talk, Play. Further details
Feb 12 Diocese of Shrewsbury Marriage Mass. St Columba’s Parish, Chester. 2.00pm. Contact: Clara Donnelly.
Feb 13 Diocese of Nottingham Marriage Mass. St Barnabas Cathedral.  3.00pm. Contact: Fr John Sherrington
Apr 3 Mothering Sunday


May 30–Jun 5 National Family Week. More details.
Jun 19 Fathers’ Day


Jul 16 Grandparents’ Pilgrimage. Aylesford. Details to follow.

Jul 26 Grandparents’ Pilgrimage. Walsingham. Details to follow.

Oct 17-23 Parents Week. More details.
Nov 22 30th Anniversary of the Publication of Familiaris Consortio
---------------------------------------------

Project Resources available:
Home is a Holy Place: DVD, Prayer Cards, Large Print Prayer Cards  

What is Life Like?  A series of leaflets to support and welcome families experiencing challenging circumstances. £2 a set or free online.
CEDAR door stickers and prayer cards. More information
Websites:
Celebrating Family
Celebrating Family Funded Projects
Passing on the Faith
Home is a Holy Place
Everybody’s Welcome
Catholics Experiencing Domestic Abuse Resources

___________________________

Contacts:

Elizabeth Davies, MFL Project Officer. Tel: 07817 479694 Email: Elizabeth.Davies@cbcew.org.uk
Skype: Elizabeth.Davies41

Janet Kent, MFL Projects Adviser. Tel: 07927 657462  Email: Janet.Kent@cbcew.org.uk
Hannah Moruzzi, MFL Communications. Tel: 07548 840970 (Term-times, Mon-Thurs until 3pm) Email: Hannah.Moruzzi@cbcew.org.uk 
Marriage & Family Life Project Office, 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX
	Apologies for the recent delays in production of this ebulletin. But as usual, we start the year with a round-up of the Bishops’ Pastoral Letters on the Feast of the Holy Family. February’s edition will contain more usual news including the follow up to the Catholic Marriage Preparation Survey 2010 and the Partners in a Shared Task diocesan pilots.

Healing family ties

I hope that, above all, Christmas is helping to strengthen or heal family ties; the second reading today asks a lot of us – “you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins.” It’s not St Paul who dreamed this up all by himself; this is how we have to live with one another. We do have other choices, but they don’t work. …. In today’s reading we see the man Joseph taking his family to Egypt to escape Herod’s plans, and then returning to Israel. But he is warned again by an angel to save his family, and settles instead in Galilee. It is a picture of a father doing all he can to protect and care for his family; it is a good picture for all of us, fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, grandparents and grandchildren, to carry through the year ahead. Read more...  Rt Rev Keiran Conry. Arundel & Brighton
A human language of love                      

Jesus was blessed from the outset in being surrounded by two wonderful, Spirit-filled people in Joseph and Mary.  Like the best of parents and teachers they came to recognise the qualities of the child they were bringing up and encouraged him as he grew and matured. This largely hidden, family life of Christ made an important contribution to our Lord’s self-understanding.  It gave him those early formative experiences that helped shape his future life and mission.  Those family relationships with Mary and Joseph gave our Lord a human way of seeing and revealing the eternal relationships which unite him with his heavenly Father and with the Holy Spirit.  They gave him a human language for speaking of the love that flows within the Trinity and that comes to us through him. Read more… Most Rev Bernard Longley. Birmingham
We need one another
Pope Benedict on his visit to the United Kingdom stressed the importance of family life for the good of society.  Strong family bonds of love add to the general well being of people and provide a security especially in difficult times.  The year ahead may not be easy for a number of families with pressure upon finances and the possibility of unemployment.  We need one another.  If the message of Christ finds a home within us, we will have a care for one another and a willingness to help all who feel vulnerable or afraid.  Decisions which are made by Government or any one in authority must be person centred and taken for the sake of the common good.  We need to remember that political, economic and business decisions have a moral bearing on the common good and affect the well being of individual lives. Read more…  Rt Rev Declan Lang. Clifton.
Look out with joy

The Holy Family encourages us to witness joyfully to the mystery of God-with-us. In the Holy Family God invites us, through his Son Jesus Christ born as one of us, to open our hearts to the world around us and act accordingly. God calls us to be witnesses; but he calls us to be witnesses with joy. The Holy Family also reminds us to be joyful in our humanity nourished by our religious faith. The Holy Family invites us to open our eyes again to the truth of Jesus among us, and the truth of seeing him in each other. At Christmas, we are invited to encounter the Son of God made flesh in the flesh of each other. So, on this feast and during these Christmas days, I invite you to look out with joy for the unexpected. I invite you to see in your family and in the person you might ignore or avoid, the gift of God celebrated in the birth of his Son, Jesus Christ. Christmas shows us how to be truly human, in Jesus Christ. And we do that with encouragement and joy. So be joyful in yourself, and with others, and especially in your family. Read more… Rt Rev Seamus Cunningham. Hexham & Newcastle

Family life makes demands

All of us were born into a family, and it was in the family hearth that we were first given unconditional love and taught how to love in return. Our families have shaped us and made us the kind of people that we are. Within the security and daily circumstances of family life we grow and mature as persons and each learn to play our part in God’s plan for the world. As the Scripture readings for today’s Mass make plain, true family life will make demands on all who form part of it. Great tolerance and generosity are necessary in our relationships with one another. Sickness, old-age, clashes of personality, tensions between the generations, and a climate of economic uncertainty bring their own challenges. Nonetheless we all realise just how important are the home and family for all of us. The fact that Jesus Christ became an infant in a human family shows also the importance almighty God places on the family. Read more… Rt Rev Michael Campbell. Lancaster
Clothed in Love

As babies, and whenever we are ill, and in old age we are dependent on others. Jesus shared that vulnerability and the need for being loved and nurtured. We may kid ourselves that we outgrow those needs. But, whatever our situation, whatever our age, we need to be loved and valued. That is why the day-to-day connections we take for granted at home, in school, and at work are so important. Our relationships are key to our flourishing as human beings. In those relationships, as members of God’s family, we are called to be “clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and patience.” St. Paul goes on, “Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins.” Notice, St. Paul speaks of clothing, not this year’s fashion, but the clothing which is completed only when we put on love. There we have the characteristics of the family of the Church in the way we relate to one another. The way of true relationships is Jesus Christ. That is why our time together at Mass is so vital. Read more… Rt Rev Peter Doyle. Northampton.
A Refugee Family

The Gospel today presents an opportunity to reflect on the Lord's family - the Holy Family as we say - as a refugee family. Jesus, Mary and Joseph became migrants, fleeing oppression and the threat of violence from a tyrant. It gives us an opportunity to reflect on our own attitudes towards such families. Migrant or refugee families are not popular in our society. We have something of a collective prejudice, I fear, about them. How often do we hear that they are scroungers, they have no right to be here, and they have no right to consume our resources which should be available to us alone? It all becomes rather challenging when we realise that the Lord, in becoming one of us, identified himself with all those who find themselves in this situation. Read more… Rt Rev Christopher Budd. Plymouth 
A deep truth about our humanity

But what ultimately gave Jesus direction in his life, what sustained and supported him through thick and thin was his abiding relationship with God, his Father. In that respect, the Holy Family is indeed a wonderful model for all of us, and reveals a deep truth about our humanity and our human relationships. Our homes should shine out as “holy places”, a communion of life and love rooted in our relationship with God and reflected in our love for one another. As the source and foundation of the relationship between Jesus, Mary and Joseph was unconditional love, so it reflected in a very human way the unconditional love of the three persons of the Holy Trinity. Such love needs to be the basis of all our human relationships; within our natural families, in the wider family of the Church community, and in society at large. Such genuine love is certainly not something to be confused with mere sentiment or simply romantic feelings. True love gives rise to very practical demands and consequences. Read more… Most Rev Peter Smith. Southwark
Across the generations we belong to each other
We know that love and joy is often expressed so freely between grandparents and grandchildren. They have a freedom and spontaneity which is quite special. They need each other for there is so much to give and receive across the family generations. We should not pretend that children are best left to find their own way, either at home or in school. Life is not a blank sheet of paper waiting for each separate person to create their own story. Across the generations we belong to each other. Within a family we share wisdom. From our past we shape a future, as well as working so that the future can help redeem past mistakes. The family of the Church, too, has a deep, human wisdom to share. It is intertwined with the stories of our families. St Paul describes so much of it in that second reading we have heard. Today we think about how to share and build our family wisdom. By doing this we strengthen the very foundations of our society. Read more… Most Rev Vincent Nichols. Westminster
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